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Abstract. NATO expansion remains an important factor in shaping and changing the European security 
system. At present, it is more regarded as an instrument of neocontainment of Russia. In order to have a better 
insight into this phenomenon it is necessary to analyze the debates on the forthcoming NATO expansion that 
were going on in the US in the 1990s. The US official position was based on two conceptual approaches, 
namely international liberalism and political realism. The proponents of the first one connected NATO ex-
pansion with the bolstering of democracy in Russia and the opportunity to incorporate American standards of 
democracy in the country. The proponents of the second approach relied on historical and geopolitical deter-
minism as a well as on the necessity to fill out the power vacuum at the expense of Russia and its interests 
which appeared in the Eastern Europe after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The second approach turned out 
to be crucial in the decision-making on NATO expansion. On the whole, the US official position can be defined 
as a “combination of power projection and forward presence with elements of neocontainment of Russia”. 

Key words: NATO expansion, the US, Russia, containment, international liberalism, political realism. 
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